SITE OF WASATCH MOUNTAIN STATE PARK| AND GOLF COURSE 


HEBER CITY, UTAH 84032 


27 Sep 477 


WHEREAS, the Wasatch Chamber of Commerce, Wasatch 
Railway Museum and Foundation, Incorporated, Wasatch County, 
Heber City Corporation, and the Save the Heber Creeper 
Committee have made a preliminary feasibility study of 
establishing a scenic steam railroad in Heber Valley run- 
ning between Heber City and Deer Creek Dam and/or Wildwood 
in Provo Canyon, and 

WHEREAS, it will be necessary to use the existing 
railroad track and right-of-way now located in Provo Canyon | 


between Wildewood and Heber City, and 


WHEREAS, the use of said track and right-or-way will 
not interfere with the proposed highway improvements so 
longsas present plans continue to follow the now existing 
40827 and | 

WHEREAS, plans for highway DeVelopment in Provo Canyon _.. 
do not presently require use of the rdalrdad right-of-way p 
between Wildwood and Heber City, and 

WHEREAS, if any portion of the tracks between Provo 


and Heber City are removed before the engines, cars and 


Wasatch Chamber 


HEBER CITY, UTAH 


WHEREAS, if the tracks between Wildwood and Heber 
City are removed after the railroad equipment jn boen 
transferred there will be lost forever to the State of 
Utah a unique opportunity to develop an outstanding 
tourist attraction, and 

WHEREAS, the following unique circumstances make a 
5660512 steam railroad more favorable now 
time: 

1. State of Utah ET right-of- 


2. The right-of-way parallels much of the Wasatch 7 


Mountain State Park. 


3. Community interest in the tourist attraction. | 


4. The large amount of valuable steam railroad equip- 
" ment which is now available through the Wasatch 
| | Railway Museum and Foundation Inc. 
5. Loss to the ር ንና tourist of the popular Silverton- 


Durango scenic steam radlroad. 


have mushroomed within the past eight years. 
and; | 


WHEREAS, the granting of time to the 


COME. PREPARED 
FOR A GREAT TIME. 


Paradise of the Rockies 


Wasatch Chamber 


HEBER CITY, UTAH 


"i develop a detailed feasibility study will|not cause the 
G State of Utah any financial loss due to depreciation of 
railroad tracks, and 
WHEREAS, contacts have been made with various scenic 
steam railroads, which are financially sound and making 
money, and several of which overcame greater problems than 
those presently facing the creation of a scenic railroad 
in Provo Gadyon and Heber Valley, and 
WHEREAS, the undersigned are dedicated to the economic 


development of Wasatch County and the State of Utah, and 


WHEREAS, the rural communities of thé State of Utah 
are lagging behind the Wasatch Front in economic growth, and, 
WHEREAS, the undersigned do not propose to ask the 
State of Utah for state funds to develop the project 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Utah State 
Road Commission and the State of Utah grant to the undersigned 
a minimum period of four years to develop a scenic steam 
gàilroad running from Heber City to Deer ek Dam and/or 


Wildwood in Provo Canyon. 
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WHEREAS, the Wasatch Chamber of Co ںی‎ Wasatch 
Railway Museum and Foundation, Incorporated, Wasatch County, 
Heber City Corporation, and the Save the Heber Creeper 
Committee have made a preiiminary feasibility study of 
establishing a scenic stean railroad in Heber Valley run- 
ning between Heber City and Deer Creek Mam and/or Wildwood 


in Provo Canyen, and 


railroad track and right-of-way now located in Provo Canyon 
between Wildewood and Heber City, and 


WHEREAS, the use of Said track and right-or-way will 


not interfere with the pr:pcsed highway improvements so 
longas present plans continue to follow|the now existing 
highway, and 

WHEREAS, pians Tor highway üevelopmdrt in Provo Canyon 
do not presently require use of the rÃalroad right-of-way 


between Wildwood and 
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Tf we are able to build a sccnic railroad business in Heber Valley, 


ve could approach the acquisition of the right to operate on the 
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Comission, (a copy of which is included) and purchage the 
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way as per their cormitment, which would be feasible jonly if th 
operating company could obtain unconditional title to the land. 

2. Change the conditions of the agreement with|the State Road 

۱ 
Cormission to some plan similar to our operating lea$e proposal 

to the State Park Commission, vhicif is a possible solution, but in 
my mind, not the logical long term solution. 

3. Petition the Governor, the Utah State Legislature and the 
Utah State Park Commission to devise some manner to transfer this 


and and the right of way in question to the ownershio and juris 


Wasatch Mountain State Fark. 
For many reasons we have discussed with Mr. Harmston) Mr. Tippetts 


anc others, we concede that number one is impractical, number two 


is possible but not the best answer, and would be attempted only if 


we fail with our number three contention, which is the one which most 
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ects the Utah State Park Commission's area of responsibility. , 
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Therefore, we will first attempt to prove that the Wasatch Mt. state 


the lend in question is by far the best use avail- 
able to the people of Utah reruardless of the potential success or failure 
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in fact, act as a catalyst to bring attention 7 the|Park, be aveillo 


concessionaire of the park. 


in creating this resume justifying there contentions 
will accent some general conditions: 

1. In compensating the D & R G W Railroad Gl, 
mile richt of way, which varies in width from 150 feet to 60 féet 
wide throuzh Eeber Valley, around one-half of Deer Creek Reservoir, 
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area demand the greatest attention and protection by the public and 


the State agencies involved, and the railroad is but one important 


factor for this total picture, Its color and glamour can enhance 2114, 
other recreational interests because of the complimentary interrelated 


atmosphere between all noncenme 
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inconceivable that this scenic steam railroad 
could some day physically connect the major ge 
Reber Valley, Provo Canyon and Park City. Fortunately for the State 

of Utah, the major investments are already existing, or could primar riiy - 


ce made by private capital. The small. expenditures that contd. be ask 


of the State could ixmediately generate a retu 


State in the form of lease payments from major 
just by that elusive manner of increased tax r 


profitable business climate in tho private sec 
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in conclusion, we feel the Wasatch ? ountein Rajlvay Company has the 


bility to make this venture a viable business] entity, through menage i 
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Tracks Cleared for 


‘Creeper’ 


—— .ኅ 


Heber City . 


The tracks were cleared 
Tuesday by state officials to 
let the “Heber Creeper, de: 
tourist train running between 
id Wildwood, 
speak for itself and say “I 
think I can“ . . or cant. 

Acting on a resolution from 
groups in Heber City, the 
State Road Commission decid- 
ed to delay until April 1 the 
tearing out of train roadbed in 
the lower part of Provo 
Canyon. | c 

This, the Heber City groups 


Said, would give them time to 


complete an economic feas- 
ability study of the Creeper’s 
potential success or failure. If 
it looks successful, they want 
the tracks open so they can 
get rolling stock up the can- 
yon from Provo to Heber City. 


Chance Given 


Gov. Calvin L. Rampton 
met earlier in the day with” 
Road Commission personnel 
and he agreed the Heber City 
groups should have a chance 
to set up the train, if possible. 

It “would be short sighted of 


with the project. 


us’ to not give the Creeper 


people a chance to set the 
train up, the governor said, as 
long as it doesn't hold 06 
road-widening projects duc the 
canyon. 


The state recently "pur- 
chased the railroad ፲፲፪ከኩ 


ofway. and rails from Olm- 
stead in the mouth of the can- 
yon to Heber City, said Blaine 
J. Kay, state highway engi- 
neer. Cost was about $200,000 
for salvageable rails and 
$65,000 for the right-of-way. 


Right-of-Way 


But only part of the right- 
of-way will be needed by the 


state for the road-widening . ' 


project — the portion below 
Wilwood. And the portion 
from Wildwood to Heber City 


is being sought for the Suet 
train. 


Gov. Rampton, while PE 
he had no objections, cau- 
tioned officials to be sure the 


. state gets all of its money out 


of the land and rails if the de- 
velopers decide to go ahead 


JOHN J. SWEENEY 
2410 STRINGHAM AVE. 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84109 
TELEPHONE 484-7300 


September 23, 1970 


Mr. Lowe Ashton, President 
Heber Creeper Company 
Vernal, Utah 


Dear Pres: 


I thought you might be interested in the enclosed article 
which appeared on the front page of the Wall Street Journal. 


I had planned to be on the next Apollo flight to the moon, 
but I think it would be much more exciting to accept your 


offer for a ride on the Heber Creeper. 


Please advise as to when the next train will leave Wildwood. 


Very truly yours, 


Jack a 


Enclosure 


cc: Jim Mountford, Editor 
Wasatch Wave 


© 1970 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved. | E ; 0 
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et e of "ThE State Road . 
Commission and Gov. Cum 
I. Rampton agreed today t 
rm LL Wasatch 


and سی ا‎ Dam or Wild. 


Such a scenic steam "dude" 
railroad would not interfere 
with highway plans for this 
section of Provo Canyon, it 


Was agreed at a meeting in 
the governor's office. ; 


: Road Commission members 


said the railroad line could be 
ing the state to allow opera- 


left intact to the mouth of the 


canyon until next April 1 to - 


permit bringing in rolling 
stock which would be needed 
for the railroad. 
Rampton emphasized that 
the project, if. completed, 
^ would rot be a state subsidy 


“and that backers would be 
expected to pay ihe state's 


share of the cost of the right- 


i chew of-way and rails, 


Blaine J. Kay, state high- 


World-Wide 


ARAB LEADERS SENT a peace mission to 
Amman; Jordan tanks attacked in the north, 
"The Arab nations called. off their summit 
meeting in Cairo and sent a four-man delega- | 
tion to try to arrange & cease-fire. Guerrilla 
leader Yassir Arafat, however, cabled the dele- 
` | gation saying he could never reach an agree- 
j esent a & |ment.with Hussein's troops because ''20,000 
dead and wounded and a sea of blood separate 
us from them." Arafat also asked the Arab 
leaders to prevent possible U.S. intervention 
in Jordan." Street fighting was reported cori- 
}tinuing in Amman. Egypt estimated the war 
has killed 10,000 persons throughout Jordan. ያ 


7 Bode: 


vage 3.) 


ኣ 9 0‏ جس 


2 $200,000 e -the REE 
rails and $65,000 for the righi- ` 


of-way. 


. The state must now. before . 
next April whether the ven- 
ture will be completed be- 


cause the state now plans to 
use the heavy rails around 
Deer Creek Reservoir for 
relocating railroad tracks 
south of the Salt Lake Inter- 


national Airport. 


Groups which joined in ask- 
tions of fhe railroad section 


hh wh 
| | ዩ! fs 4 


NEW ORDERS received by manufacturers 
of dutable goods fell in August to a seasonally 
adjusted $30.4 billion from a downward | re- 
vised 881.4 billion a month earlier, the Com- 
merce Department reports. (See story on 


Railroad, 


Museum 


were the Wasatelr Chamber of 
Commerce; Wasatch Railway 
and 
Inc.; Wasatch County Com- 
mission, Heber City, and che 
Save the Heber Creeper Com- 
mittee, 


i jority’ 
guments in December. 


- و و اد 


Tax Report 
A Special Summary and Forecs 


of Federal and State Tax: 
Developments 


A KEY COURT TEST is taking shap 
school bond and tax-levy referendums, | 

Challenges have arisen in at least 
states to routine requirements that bond is 
and levies be approved by more than a 811 
majority of voters, the National Civic Re 
reports, The Supreme Court has before it ፪ 
cision by the West Virginia Supreme G 
That court found that a law requiring bon 
sues and levies to attain a 60% majority 
lates the equal-protection clause of the F 
teenth Amendment. The National Educ: 
Association is filing a brief asking the j 
Court to strike down such “extraordinary 
rules. The Court will probably ከ68. 


One significant lower-court decision cam 
a California case involving two San Franc 
bond issues. Both received more than 0 


“the vote but less than the necessary two-th 


California's highest court said that, in ef 
those who opposed the bond issues had 
votes counted twice. It concluded that onl! 
compelling state interest" could justify an 
traordinary-majority rule. 

Education circles are following the 1 
steps with avid interest. In the most rect 
your, only 52% of school bond imus f 
levies passed, se NEA says. i 

* * | 
EXECUTIVES 0 DRIVE a lot on 
ness can get a mild tax-free pay boost. 
Executives Tax Report, published by ፲ 
ice-Hall Inc., suggests a tax angle for hig 
bracket people who use their cars ‘extend 
on company business. It recommends. 
their mileage allowance be boosted to 15 « 
a mile. The company can deduct the & 
| ance, but it isn't taxable income for the re 
ent. The device enables the firm to put a 
| more after-tax dollars in the executive's | 
| cheaper than if it boosted his taxable ps 
Prentice-Hall says the angle will work 
solutely." It quotes an IRS ruling that “‘w 
a fixed mileage allowance not exceedin 
cents per mile is used," it will satisfy IR 
quirements for substantiation of travel e 
ses. The executive must keep track of t 
place and business mileage of travel, but 


| applies to any mileage allowance. 
* U 
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hy & new tourist industry 
5489 vill build our local economy. 
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Copy of agreemont with State Road Commission 7 


Map of Zeber Valley-Provo Canyon 
1162558627 article on Colorado's & New Me 
steam rail line. 

Utah 


Map of Colorado and 


Traffic Count letter from Utah Travel Developmen Department; `, 
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Salvage Value Table. 
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k Utah State Depar tment of Hig ways: 
Paa 7.6 596. State Office Building 
Bait Lake City, Utah 84114. 


"oet | A November 2, 1970 = 


d ፦ ut ee oe .. 
Mr. Lowe Ashton, Chairman „ 


Save the Heber Crecper Committee | 2 bo ር 
Wasatch Chamber ot Commerce dn ክረ ጩ 
Heber City, Utah E P TE E 


Dear Mr. Ashton: | | | y a " ES 


on September 25th, covers the items which WGT ۶ quested by: Your Corn: 5 ies 
mittec. We regret the delay in the transmittal of * is ርች ور‎ A i ; 
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With reference to the oil "02 tanks, thc Depart nent will leave dass | 
until à decision is made as to thc future of this portion of. the railroad Tee 


rec Mrs bd 
- 9 


. Your complimentary comments regarding our cons ruction project « on use. 00-9 


40, near Starvation Reservoir, is certainly appz cited. Most comments | 
relativo to proposed and completed construction originate with those yho 


| us . ነ X4 
I trust that the enclosed Resolution and the previous assurances of the 

Commission and 060 will allay any fears which were caused, by کت‎ : 
Galvayre sign. ۱ : pM ا‎ 
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